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POOLSIDE 
PARADISE
A modern pavilion transforms a wooded hillside in 
Weston into the ultimate summer destination. 
By Jennifer Sperry  /  Photography by Nat Rea

Nestled into a 
wooded hillside, the 

pavilion serves as 
the centerpiece of a 

thoughtfully designed 
outdoor retreat 

created for relaxation, 
entertaining, and 

summer living.

O U T D O O R S
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OUTDO OR S

A celebration of summer was the goal. It was up 
to Catalano Architects to make it happen. 

The award-winning residential architecture firm 
had designed the main home in Massuchusetts 
over a decade ago. Clad in stone and slate, it is 
traditional in look and feel. “It’s very imposing in a 
way that feels timeless,” says firm principal Garrett 
Avery.

When the clients requested a new outdoor living 
destination, the goal was simple: They wanted a 
space where their grown kids and friends could 
relax, cool off, watch sports, and hang out. 

Catalano Architects assessed the property’s 
potential once again. In collaboration with land-
scape architect Gregory Lombardi, they decided the 
best place for a poolscape was tucked above the 
main house on a tree-lined hillside. 

The design team drew up a linear oasis begin-
ning with a pavilion overlooking the spa and pool. 

Layered stone walls, lush 
plantings, and a linear 
pool transform the sloping 
site into a private oasis 
that feels seamlessly 
integrated with the 
surrounding landscape.

Custom cedar gates 
and carefully framed 
sightlines create a 
sense of discovery  
as visitors move 
through the property’s 
outdoor rooms.
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Sightlines continue past a cedar gate into an 
orchard beyond. The owners wanted a natural, 
pastoral feel, and in response, Lombardi mini-
mized the pool decking in favor of lawn.  

Since the terrace is sited intentionally just 
beyond the property’s entry courtyard, the struc-
ture didn’t need to check a predetermined box. 
“You would never know it was there. The whole 
idea was for it to be very discreet and not visually 
disturb the landscape,” describes Avery.

“You gain access to the terrace via a covered 
stair leading up to the orchard. It’s like going to 
another world,” continues the architect. The 
pavilion presents from the side—a purposeful 
move to reduce its scale. An entry bracket of cedar 
echoes the cedar expressed in the nearby garage 
and custom gates dotting the landscape. 

For the pavilion’s architecture, the Catalano 
team decided on a modern approach. “Our clients 
wanted a counterpoint to tradition, something 
low-key, casual, and fun,” notes Avery. 

OUTDO OR S

Clockwise 
from top left: A 
compact pavilion 
overlooking the 
spa and pool offers 
a contemporary 
counterpoint to 
the traditional 
architecture of the 
main residence.

Minimal decking 
and expansive lawn 
areas reinforce the 
property’s natural, 
pastoral character.

Stone walls 
and sculptural 
architectural details 
lend structure and 
permanence to 
the richly planted 
garden setting.




