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Catalano Architects Celebrates Next Generation of Firm Leadership  
 

 
Principals, Garrett Avery (left), Elena Stancheva, LEED AP (center), and Kerri Byrne, AIA, LEED AP (right).  
 
BOSTON, MA – Catalano Architects (CA) is excited to announce the expansion of the firm’s 
leadership team with the elevation of three exceptional team members to Principal: Elena 
Stancheva, Kerri Byrne, and Garrett Avery. These seasoned practitioners have consistently 
demonstrated their design acumen, project management expertise, and commitment to client 
satisfaction – bringing more than 75 years of combined industry knowledge across a broad range 
of disciplines to their roles. Elena, Kerri, and Garrett will focus on sustainability advancements, 
design quality, mentorship of team members, and forward-thinking perspectives to help lead the 
firm.  
 
As part of a strategic business effort to recognize key talent, these new appointments reflect CA’s 
continued evolution, a desire to meet the diverse needs of a growing client base and 
strengthening the firm’s culture of inclusivity. Their talent and commitment will enable the firm 
to succeed in delivering projects that are aligned with the firm’s design values and longstanding 
brand.  
 
“Elena, Kerri, and Garrett, excel at creative and technical design, resource management and have a 
passion for exceeding client expectations. As individuals they are dedicated to their craft, active 
listeners, advocates for our clients, and thoughtful mentors – all factors that contribute to their 
success in design leadership. I’m excited to have their voices at the table as we continue to grow the 
firm, expand our reach, and pursue new avenues of design sustainability and longevity. Please join us 
in celebrating Elena, Kerri, and Garrett’s new roles as Principals; we’re excited for their continued 
success.” – Tom Catalano, AIA, Founding Partner  
 
Elena Stancheva, LEED AP 
estancheva@catalanoarchitects.com 
A respected design leader and project manager with over two decades of professional 
experience, Elena is recognized among clients and colleagues alike for her expertise in leading 
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key projects for the firm, on time and within budget, consistently keeping the client’s vision at the 
forefront.  With her exceptional attention to detail during all phases of work and her approachable 
demeanor, Elena is a reliable advisor to clients. She is passionate about exceeding expectations, 
ensuring that each unique home will be built with future generations and the environment in 
mind. In her expanded role as a Principal, Elena will be instrumental in guiding the firm’s design 
standards, quality assurance and quality control, and assisting clients with their complex 
programming needs.  

Elena completed her Master of Architecture at the University of Architecture, Civil Engineering, 
and Geodesy in Bulgaria, and she won the annual Architectural Thesis Award from the Union of 
Architects of Bulgaria. Elena’s work has been featured in several publications, including Boston 
Design Guide, NE Home, and Modern Luxury. 

    
The Quarry Point residence (left) in Scituate, MA, and the Vientiane residence (right) in Lincoln, MA.  

Kerri Byrne, AIA, LEED AP 
kbyrne@catalanoarchitects.com 
With more than sixteen years at the firm, Kerri joined the team after graduating from the 
University of Notre Dame, where she honed her expertise in the classical architectural tradition. 
During her tenure at CA, Kerri has demonstrated her commitment to nurturing client 
relationships, mentoring CA talent, and enriching the firm’s culture of engagement. In her new 
role as Principal, Kerri will take on expanded managerial, operational, and client relationship 
responsibilities. Kerri brings a consistent level of excellence and quality assurance to each 
project, leading by example, and advising clients on key design solutions that respond to the 
distinct context, environment, and culture of each project.  
 
Kerri is an active member of the AIA and the Boston Society of Architects. She will be 
participating in the 2024 Luxury Home Design Summit along with her colleague Elena, leading an 
industry roundtable discussion focusing on the power of collaboration and cross disciplinary 
teamwork. Recently published in New England Home magazine, “Family Ties” features the Sea 
View residence in Osterville, MA, where Kerri was instrumental in the design and successful 
execution of this multi-generational waterfront retreat.  

    
The Sea View residence (left) in Osterville, MA, and the Morris Island residence (right) in Chatham, MA.  
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Garrett Avery 
gavery@catalanoarchitects.com 
With over four decades of professional experience, Garrett is one of CA’s most sought-after 
designers and advisors at the firm. Known for his complex problem-solving capabilities and 
strategic approach to design, Garrett is an exceptional resource for clients, partners, and 
employees alike. With a diverse portfolio of residential projects, Garrett will continue to assist the 
firm in developing innovative and sustainable design solutions for clients, deepen his mentorship 
responsibilities for emerging talent, and provide technical and construction administration 
expertise on the firm’s key projects.  

Garrett holds a Bachelor of Music degree from the Berklee School of Music and is a graduate of 
the Boston Architectural College, where he has also participated in co-teaching studio 
curriculum. He has been invited to be a guest critic at the Harvard Graduate School of Design and 
has experience leading architectural walking tours of Boston hosted by the Brookline Adult 
Education Center. In his work, Garrett consistently strives for innovative design solutions and 
enjoys drawing parallels between architecture and music with rhythm, melody, and harmony.   

The Oyster Harbors residence (left) in Osterville, MA and the Mountain Shadows residence (right) in Paradise Valley, 
AZ.   

### 

Founded in 1987, Catalano Architects is a boutique residential architecture firm located in 
Boston, MA that believes architecture has the ability and responsibility to enliven the collective 
experience and bring joy to everyday life. By designing for performance, resilience, and longevity, 
the team delivers solutions that are the most effective form of environmental responsibility. A 
historic understanding of architecture fuels and informs the firm’s exceptionally high standards—
allowing the team to discover and define the details that lead to timeless, remarkable design. 
www.catalanoarchitects.com 
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