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$32M Dreamland Theater on Nantucket nears completion

Exterior of new Dreamland Theater, set to open on Nantucket in June.
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Construction of the new $32 million Dreamland Theater on
Nantucket is nearing completion after years of planning and
fund raising.

The labor of love is thanks to a group of wealthy Nantucket
summer residents including Google (Nasdag: GOOG) CEO Eric
Schmidt, Tudor Investments vice chairman James Pallotta,
Starwood Capital Group Chairman and CEO Barry Sternlicht, as
well as hundreds of islanders who contributed cash to make the
dream a reality.

“The theater’s return is really special,” said Patricia Roggeveen,
executive director of the Nantucket Dreamland Foundation.
“The building has a spirit most people can identify with
because they remember their experiences there, like having
their first date there. During World War II, USO dances were
held there so there are lots of rich memories, before that it was a
movie theater and before that it featured Vaudeville shows.”

The original structure was considered one of the oldest theaters
in America, Dreamland was built in 1835 as a Quaker
Meetinghouse on Main Street. It was moved to Brant Point in
1883 where it became the center portion of the Nantucket Hotel.
When the hotel was sold in 1905, the meeting house portion of
the building was disassembled, placed on a barge, and floated
across the harbor where it was relocated to its present site. It
was later determined that the building needed to be completely
rebuilt.

Upon completion next month, the new 15,000-square-foot
multipurpose facility will include a 320-seat main theater, a
smaller theater with a capacity of 140, and the Harbor View
room and Terrace which can accommodate up to 80 people.

Equipped with a state-of-the-art digital projection system, the
main theater will show movies as well as plays and other
performing arts. The studio theater will show mainstream
movies, smaller theatrical performances, comedy shows and
music events.

Dreamland was designed by Catalano Architects of Boston, and
constructed by Stateside Construction Group of Westborough,
Mass.



