AD IT YOURSELF

13 Creative Basement Ideas That Go Beyond
Adding a Ping-Pong Table

Searches for basement entertainment space are up almost 250%—see how to make yours stand out

Sure, you can add a ping-pong table and a mini-fridge to a basement and call it a day, but
creative basement ideas are aplenty. When it comes to designing the belowground space,
think outside the expected and routine. Whether you have an unfinished area or perhaps a
wood-paneled cave that’s relegated as a dumping ground for old furniture, unused sports
equipment (you know, all those pandemic purchases), and the unsightly furnace or water

heater deserve a design-worthy makeover.

Homeowners are treating basements with the same attention as the rooms above.
According to the 2022 Houzz Emerging Holiday Home Design Trends report, searches for

basement game rooms are up 1,267%, and basement entertainment space searches are up

247%. In addition, searches for wet bars and home theaters are up 45% and 44%

respectively.

Interior designer Liz Caan and architect Tom Catalano treat the basement as they would the upstairs rooms. Photo: Tim Williams for
Liz Caan

7. Create cohesion with the rest of the house

Even if you don’t have enough space to create multiple rooms in your basement, create a
cohesive space by designating different areas. Liz Caan, a Boston-based designer, uses her
designs to distract from the shortcomings of the basement space, like the lack of ceiling
height or the lack of natural light. “As a rule of thumb, I like to always try and keep the
lower level on par with the rest of the house in terms of finishes and furnishings,” she says.
Have fun with it and treat it like your downstairs living room.



